
  
 

STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

16 January 2012 

UPDATE REPORT ON CODE OF CONDUCT COMPLAINTS 
RECEIVED 

Report of the Head of Legal and Democratic Services 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the report be noted. 
 

Summary 
 
This report has been produced to update Members of the Committee on Code of Conduct 
complaints received and dealt with under the current local scheme managed by the 
Committee. 

Statutory Powers 
 
Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 

 

Introduction 

1. The Government issued the current Model Code of Conduct for members on 4 
April 2007.  Each authority's Code must include the provisions of the Model 
Code of Conduct approved by Parliament but authorities could choose to add 
their own local rules to the Model Code if they wish, although most, like this 
Council, adopted the Model Code as it was. 

2. The Code covers all elected, co-opted and independent members of local 
authorities, including parish councils, fire, police and national park authorities. 

3. Since the responsibility for administering Code of Conduct complaints was 
transferred, in the first instance, to Standards Committees in May 2008, this 
Council has received a total of 19 such complaints made by 17 different 
complainants. 

2010/11 Overview 

4. During the period May 2010 to December 2011, six of the 19 complaints were 
made.  Four of these were not progressed to stage two (ie there was no 
investigation undertaken) and none of these decisions made by a first filter 
sub-committee were appealed by the complainant (although one is still within 



  
 

the 30 day appeal period).  The other two complaints both resulted in an 
investigation and a hearing.  One is currently being scheduled and one found 
the Member in breach of the Code of Conduct in two respects (failing to treat 
others with respect and bringing the office/authority into disrepute).   

Overview in general 

5. Members may find the following information of interest in respect of the total 
(closed) complaints that we have received since 2008: 

Definition No. of complaints in 
this category 

Number of complaints received that were not pursued 8 (of which two 
were appealed but 
still not pursued) 

Number of complaints pursued to investigation stage 10 

Number of complaints referred to the Standards Board 
by the first (assessment) sub-committee 

1 (but no breach 
found by them) 

TOTAL COMPLAINTS 19 

Of the 10 pursued to the investigation stage:  

Number of investigations conducted but no further 
action taken as a result of it 

7 

Number of investigations which led to a hearing being 
held  

2 (at both the Code 
of Conduct was 
found to have been 
breached) and 1 is 
yet to be held/ 
determined. 

 

Financial Implications 

6. There are no financial implications arising from this report. 

Risk Assessment 

7. The Council is currently required to have in place a robust and appropriately 
equipped Standards Committee to tackle the requirements and responsibilities 
placed upon it under the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health 
Act. 

8. However, elsewhere on this agenda, Members will be given an update on the 
implications of the Localism Act for the Standards regime in the future. 



  
 

Equality and Diversity Implications 

9. The Council and its Standards Committee must administer the Code of 
Conduct and related complaints scheme in a robust and equitable manner to 
ensure that all parties are treated fairly throughout the process. 

Conclusion 

10. This report has sought to bring the Committee up to date with the complaints 
that have been received under its jurisdiction and which have been 
administered through its various sub-committees. 

RICHARD WARD 
Head of Legal and Democratic Services 

 
Date: 4 January 2012 
Contact Officer: Jon Brown 
Tel No: 023 8068 8124 
e-mail: jon.k.brown@eastleigh.gov.uk 
Appendices Attached: None 
 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - SECTION 100D 

The following documents disclose facts or matters on which this report or an 
important part of it is based and have been relied upon to a material extent in the 
preparation of this report: 

None 


